
www.orc.org 
 

ESP 4 
 
Reporting committee: ITC 

RACE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

    
SCORING WIND 

    

 
PROPOSAL  

 

Delete rule 402.9 of the ORC Rating Systems. 
 

RATIONALE  
 

It is incorrect to use the “highest Scoring Wind of the best boat in the race” as a fixed wind 
speed for corrected time calculations because doing so introduces errors in the competitors’ 
polars. The concept of “Scoring Wind” (also called “Implied Wind”) is central to the ORC 
handicap system, especially under Performance Curve Scoring. It does not represent the 
actual wind measured on the race course, but rather a performance index calculated 
individually for each boat. 
 

Each boat has its own set of polars. The ORC scoring system relies on a VPP (Velocity 
Prediction Program) which incorporates these polars to generate a graph showing the 
theoretical boat speed under different wind conditions (wind speed and direction). 
 

Boat speed is derived from the elapsed time and course distance. From this, the program 
calculates a “Scoring Wind”: the theoretical wind that best represents the boat’s performance 
on that course. This may or may not correspond to the real wind speed. In essence, “Scoring 
Wind” is performance data, and it is the basis for scoring boats in a race, from fastest to 
slowest. 
 

The following examples show that applying this system can alter race results, making some 
boats appear faster than they actually were on the race course. 
 

 
 
It is therefore clear that using this method is incorrect. 


